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Patents Act 1977 

Examination Report under Section 18(3) 



Basis of the examin^LCion 

1. T have examined your appUcaLiuu m the fonn tliat it was pxizitcd by WD'O when it \vas 
in the international phase. 



Inventive step 

2. The inyenticn as defiaed in claims 1, 4-8, 12-U, 16, 17 & 7-1 ia obvious in view of 
what has already bcca disolosed la die following document: 

WO 01/08628 Al (TAVERNA ET AL) - All figures. Note tingers 14, vibrator 16, finger 
terminals 15, handling body 1 1 



3 TAVERNA ET AL shows a device having fingers U rerminating iii a ball hkc 
structure 15 their free ends. The fingers are coupled together to the body 11 and ^^^^^ 
receiving space having a circumference Thar creeds the circum&ieuce diat canbc mscnbed 
at die opening defined by the free cnda 15 of tbe fingers 14. The body 11 can be rnn^idered as 
a handle for receiving the receiving the opposite cuds of the fingers and it also hooses me 
yibiBting meona 16, Although not necessarily scaled to massas^- aduh humiui sualp, the 
device can be used to md^age a 'Ticad**. 

4. The 6nly difference between this device and the deAdce of claims 1,6-414 is likely to 
be the size of jSiigers that perform the massaging at;liuii, 

s It ^vou1d he obvious to the person skilled in the att to perform routine modiftcations to 
this device in order to make it citable for massage on different parrs of Iht^ budy. Modifym^ 
tbR length nfthe fmgcrs would not be inventive. 

Clarity ; 

6. It is not clear whetbRf The device of claim 14 iucludcs a plurality of.rKulient fingers 
■ fpage 10, lirie 1], or a plurality nfrfi.cii1ient and pliable fingers (page 10, line 3). 

7. It Wd appear that "head^' would have been the word intended in claim^ 14, page 10, 
lines 13-14 whcic it refers to "..,a head receiving space for receiving a space, ..." 
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S. Ill tlaiiu 14, description is jnadc of fingers having a porrion iinmed^ateJ^Laclj aceut th- 
handle (page 10, lines 9-10) and a rnnrifflimis portion extending downwardly (page 10, line 
1 1)- However, these later appear related to as Baid intemediate lengTh and conrinnmis lengt] 
(p;ige 10, lines 12-13). 

9. Please amend the claioa so that it is clearly defined and uses consistent tennirxology. 



Conflict wiTh a corresponding PCT puUul application 

10. This application appears to be similar to your international patent applicadoa 
published under Nn WO 01 /08fi28, having the same priority date and designating GB 
(European patent). Ef patents granted on these two applications rel?iTP tn the same mvcuUui 
The romptroUer wiU in due tum^ie levokc the patent granted on the preGent appheation iml< 
either yoa amend the present specification to remove the conflict or , before (he date of grj 
of (he piciicut application nndcr Section 25(1), you begin proceedings to surrender the 
European patent (UK). Of course if the GT5 designation is withdrawn before i^t of the 
European patent, no action will be required under Section 73(2), 
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(57) Abstract: This invention concerns a massage vibrator for the relief of various aches and pains in the head, face and body by 
means of stimulating energy channels and parts of the body surface. It has a central body (11), enclosing a vibration generator (16), 
at least one pair of springy arms (14) on one part of the central body and an active terminal head (15) at the end of each of these said 
arms. The terminal heads of each pair of arms are applied to the area to be stimulated and the vibrations produced by the vibrator 
are transmitted, through the springy arms, to the terminal heads (15) in order to exercise a massaging vibratory action at the point 
>^ desired. 



wo 01/08628 



PCT/ITOO/00242 



MASSAGE VIBRATOR FOR THE RELIEF OF ACHES AND PAIN 



Field of the invention 

This invention proposes an electro-medical device as a 
massage vibrator, capable of acting positively on aches and 
pains to the head, face and body of a person. 

State of the art 

Over thousands of years of application, traditional 
oriental medicine, Chinese in particular, has discovered how 
the stimulation of certain parts of the body surface can have 
a positive effect on disturbances, symptoms and illness of 
the internal organs and the various body zones. Among the 
numerous points discovered, some of the most important 
are, without doubt, the point of the energy channel of the 
large intestine and the large crossover of these channels. 
These points, situated between the thumb and the index 
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finger of the hands, and at the base of the big toe, 
respectively, have not only a general influence on the vital 
energy, but are also effective, in particular, for all forms of 
aches and pains to the face and head, such as migraines, 

5 headaches, toothaches and other body pains in general. 

In the course of time, the freatment of acupuncture zones 
has become enriched by increasingly refined and 
sophisticated stimulation methods. From the primitive 
needles in stone and bone, things have moved on via 

10 needles of gold and silver, to those in steel used today. 
From stimulation by heat, we have arrived at stimulation by 
electricity, using magnetic impulses, and laser, as well as 
numerous other methods that are still in an experimental 
phase. 

15 Manual micro-massage, which involves vibration of the 

energy points, has always been one of the most effective 
methods, and this consideration was behind the design of 
the massage vibrator of the present invention, where the 
mechanical action of deep and accurate compression of the 

20 points in question has been combined with vibration. 

This combined action makes it possible to carry out 
mechanically a real and proper micro-massage, vibrating the 
specific points, without either pause or interruption due to 
the manual action of the operator, with highly effective 

25 results on the various aches and pains of the head, face and 



wo 01/08628 



3 



PCT/ITOO/00242 



Other parts of the body surface. 
Description of the invention 

The massage vibrator which is proposed here consists of 
a central body that encloses a battery-powered vibration 
5 generator, a pair of springy arms on at least one, although 

better if both facing sides of the central body, and a head at 
the free end of each arm. Then, the vibratioiis produced by 
the vibrator inside the central body are transmitted, by 
means of the springy arms, to the active terminal heads, 
10 which, applied to the points for stimulation, exercise an 

effective vibrating massage for aches and pains. 

The massage vibrator, therefore, represents a simple and 
easy-to-use device, since it may be handled, used and 
controlled independently by the patients themselves, 
15 without the need for an operator. It is a valid and modem 

response to those aches and pains, such as aches in the 
forehea4 temples and crown of the head, migraines, 
toothache, shooting pains, cramps and soreness of the neck; 
against hair loss, anxiety, insomnia, worry, anger, etc., in 
2o order to relax generally. 

Brief description of the drawings 

The invention will be described in greater detail below 
and with reference to the enclosed drawings, which are 
indicative but not binding, and where: 
25 Fig. 1 shows a perspective of the device; 
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Fig. 2 shows a side view in cross-section of the device in 
Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 shows a horizontal cross-section of the device; 
Fig. 4 shows a side view of the device in use; and 
Figs 5 and 6 show other different ways of using the 
device. 

Detailed description of the invention 

The device in question consists of a central body- 
container (11), made in plastic, with a fixed flange (12) at 
the bottom and a detachable lid (13) at the top. From both 
sides of the central body, or at least fi-om one side, there are 
added two curved, springy arms (14), each equipped with an 
active terminal head (15). The curved arms of each pair are 
joined to the body, have their respective inner curves facing 
one another and curve towards each other at their free ends. 
The terminal head (15) of each arm (14) is preferably 
spherical, although this does not exclude other 
hemispherical, ellipsoidal, cylindrical shapes, etc., which 
may be deemed necessary. 

Inside the body-container (11), there is housed and 
protected a vibration generator (16). This may be 
electromagnetic or, as shown here, a cam (19) with a motor 
driven electrically by two batteries (17), for example 1.5 V 
alkaline batteries. There is a support spring for each battery 
and, inside the lid, there are contacts (18) for opening and 



wo 01/08628 PCT/ITOO/00242 



closing the electrical circuit of the vibrator generator, as a 
result of a twisting or axial movement of the lid, or by 
means of a switch (20). 

As shown in Figs 4 and 5, the device can be taken and 
used directly by the patient, applying the terminal heads 
(15) of the springy arms (14) to the points on the hand to be 
stimulated, and moving the hd in order to start up the 
vibrator generator (16), as needed. In this way, the 
vibrations are transmitted to the points for stimulation with 
a vibratory massage action that produces the above- 
mentioned beneficial effects. 
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CLAIMS 

1. Massage vibrator for the effective relief of aches and 
pains in the head, face and body, by means of the 
direct stimulation of the energy channels and other 
points on the body surface, characterised by a central 

^ body (11), enclosing a vibration generator (16), 

powered by batteries, by at least one pair of springy 
arms (14) on at least one side of the central body and 
by an active terminal head (15) at the end of each of 
said arms, the terminal heads of each pair of arms 

i^Q being applied to the point to be stimulated, the 

vibrations produced by the vibrator in said body being 
transmitted, via the springy arms, to said teraiinal 
heads (15) in order to exercise a vibratory massage on 
the chosen point. 

15 2. Massage vibrator according to claim 1, in which said 

springy arms (14) are joined to the central body and 
have a curved shape, with the inner curves opposite 
each other and with the free ends, to which the active 
terminal heads (15) are applied, curving towards each 

20 other. 

3. Massage vibrator according to claims 1 and 2, in 
which each active terminal head is either spherical, 
ellipsoidal, cylindrical or other in shape. 

4. Massage vibrator according to the previous claims, in 
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which the central body is furnished with an electric 
switch (19) for turning the vibration generator on and 
off as needed, said switch being either on the top or 
consisting of a rotating lid on said body. 

5 5. Massage vibrator according to the previous claims, in 

which the vibration generator is an electromagnetic 
unit or an electrically-driven cam. 
6. Method for stimulating points on the body surface for 
the effective relief of aches and pains in the head and 

10 face, such as aches in tiie forehead, temples and the 

crown of the head, migraines, toothaches, shooting 
pains, cramps and pains in the neck; against states of 
anxiety^ nervousness, worry, insomnia and hair loss, 
characterised by the fact of stimulating the point in 

15 question with a vibratory massage action, generated by 

means placed in contact with said point and activated 
by a vibrating apparatus, located inside a container 
that can be handled and operated directly by the user. 
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